


WHERE DOES SEATTLE’S 
CREATIVE COMMUNITY 
GO FOR INSPIRATION?
Allow us to introduce some of our city’s 
resident artists, who share with you, in their 
own words, some of their favorite places and 
why they choose to make Seattle their home.

Known as one of the nation’s cultural centers, Seattle 

has more arts-related businesses and organizations per 

capita than any other metropolitan area in the United 

States, according to a recent study by Americans for 

the Arts. Our city pulses with the creative energies of 

thousands of artists who call this their home.

In this guide, twenty-four painters, sculptors, writers, 

poets, dancers, photographers, glass artists, musicians, 

filmmakers, actors and more tell you about their favorite 

places and experiences.

James Turrell’s Light Reign, 
Henry Art Gallery ©Lara Swimmer
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WOULD YOU SHARE SOME SPECIAL CHILDHOOD MEMORIES ABOUT  
GROWING UP IN SEATTLE? 
I performed in musical theater as a kid at a venue in the Seattle Center. I was 
nine years old, and I got paid! I did all kinds of shows, and I also performed with 
the Civic Light Opera. I was also in the Northwest Boy Choir and we sang this 
Northwest Medley, and there was a song to Ivar’s restaurant in it. When I was 
growing up, Ivar’s had spokespeople who were dressed up in clam costumes with 
black leggings. They were like the Rockettes, but clams!

My dad worked in real estate, so I learned Seattle really well from studying the 
giant map in his office—his office is also, incidentally, where I learned how to 
make coffee. Later I worked as a barista at the cafe in the Grand Illusion cinema. 
I have also worked at the University Bookstore in the buy-back section in the 
basement, which was fascinating.

HOW DOES SEATTLE INFLUENCE YOUR WORK? 
The water is very powerful here. As long as I see water every day, I’m calm. So I 
think there’s something about my music that is foundationally grounded. I think 
that comes from nature and the humility of being human within that nature. 

WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO PERFORM?
I like performing outside. We once did a performance called Bottled Opera, and 
performed in 64 waterways throughout the Northwest. So we performed outside 
in lakes and rivers, and in downtown we performed in fountains and so forth. 
Indoors, I love the Saint Ignatius Chapel for the materials that are used and the 
way the light works in the space, and the openness. It’s a place of worship, and 
when I go in, I feel like I am in a sacred space and part of that. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY DOING WHEN YOU’RE NOT WORKING?
Along with Seward Park, one of my favorite places in Seattle is Kubota Garden. 
Twice a year they have a plant sale in September and May, and it’s really worth 
going to. I get my hair cut at Osami’s barbershop in the ID, which is owned by a 
husband and wife from Japan who moved here in the 1950s. For a few years they 
have not been taking any new customers, but I have gone for over twenty years. 
I also love KOBO which is a Japanese shop that used be a five-and-dime called 
Higo Variety Store. Mutual Fish is still thriving, and that’s the best place to get 
seafood. I also go to Full Tilt ice cream in Columbia City because I like to play 
Ms. Pac Man there.

BYRON AU YONG
Composer

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO SEATTLE? 
I moved into my particular building because it’s across the street from Uptown 
Espresso. One of the real draws of Seattle for me was the quality of the coffee, I 
must say.

HOW DOES BEING A NON-DRIVER IMPACT YOUR VIEW OF THE CITY? 
My favorite part about walking is that you come across things that you would pass 
by if you were in a car. I live in Belltown, which has a particular kind of density 
where things are jammed up on top of each other. When you walk you go, “Oh, 
what is that?” And it’s a new gallery or a restaurant or a record shop. I love that 
about Seattle, being able to walk around and discover things. I love looking at 
buildings and wondering what they might be like to live in.

WHERE DO YOU GO TO SEE WORK THAT ISN’T MAINSTREAM? 
I go to On the Boards. I tend to go mostly to the dance presentations there 
because they bring in dance people who I either know or am curious about, and it 
gives me an opportunity to see their latest work and get to know their work better. 
That’s always terrific. 

ARE THERE PARTICULAR DANCERS YOU FOLLOW? 
Cyrus Khambatta does the Seattle International Dance Festival that brings 
a combination of international artists together, with a focus on Seattle for one 
evening of the festival. That’s been really interesting. The formal performances 
take place mostly at Raisbeck Hall at Cornish College of the Arts and other 
pieces happen in the surrounding area, like on the South Lake Union transit cars, 
for example. In terms of individual artists, Zoe Scofield is of interest to me, as is 
Olivier Wevers. I also love Ezra Dickinson.

WHAT ELSE DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN SEATTLE?
I think Seattle Art Museum is actually a little bit underrecognized. I like going 
there and just sitting in one gallery, or following the special exhibitions. The 
restaurant there, Taste, is a really good meeting place in the middle of the week 
because it’s not too loud there. That’s a well-kept secret. 

Another thing I would recommend is doing The Duck: I love the Duck! The 
best part of the tour is the music, they play great music. The drivers are good 
comics—they tell really great jokes! It’s like a big party. The very, very best part is 
when it drives into Lake Union. You’re just kind of going along on land and you’re 
screaming and playing music, and then suddenly you’re in the water. And the party 
continues, but it’s a little bit more subdued because people are really fascinated 
by the water and the boats and the seaplanes. So you’re out there in the middle 
of all that, and you see a Seattle that you don’t see from the land. You have to go 
with a group. The last time I went was for my birthday and there were four people 
on there—all from Seattle—with groups, and it was their birthdays also!

THE VERY BEST PART IS WHEN 
IT DRIVES INTO LAKE UNION

Ivar’s Fish Bar on the Seattle waterfront,  
photo: Oran Viriyincy 5
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Writer

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN SEATTLE? WHAT BROUGHT YOU HERE?
I’ve lived in Seattle for more than 20 years, long enough to grow some moss and 
go native. It’s a place with readers, outdoorsy types, and little pretension.

AS A WRITER WHO SPECIALIZES IN THE SUBJECT OF FOOD, DO YOU 
FIND INSPIRATION IN (OR OUTSIDE OF) THE CITY?
This place is food-crazed, and I’m especially grateful to all those in the foodie 
community who have taken me under their wing. I started with a foot squarely in 
the outdoors camp. Over time I’ve put the other foot in the culinary camp, which 
makes sense since I write about foraging. 

WHEN YOU’RE NOT WRITING, WHAT DO YOU ENJOY DOING?
I’m outside, hiking, biking, fishing, skiing, and, of course, foraging. Sometimes 
I’ll get my nature fix at a city park—Seward or Discovery or Lincoln—and other 
times I’ll make tracks for farther-flung wilderness areas across the state. In the 
spring I hunt for morels on the sunny eastern slope of the Cascades; in the late 
fall, when the mountains are covered in a blanket of snow, I head for the Olympic 
rain forests. I love the Pasayten Wilderness, and I challenge anyone to find a 
more gorgeous place than the North Cascades.

ANY FAVORITE BOOKSTORES?
Everyone should be so lucky to have a bookstore like Elliott Bay just a few 
minutes away. It’s one of the last of a dying breed and I hope it’s here forever. 

WHAT WOULD YOUR IDEAL DAY IN SEATTLE BE LIKE?
Catch the dawn salmon bite in West Seattle, write for a few hours back home, 
then take a lunch break at Pho Bac in the International District. I get restless in 
the afternoons so I might need to scout mushroom patches at Tiger Mountain for 
exercise. Usually I cook dinner for the family, but eating out with friends at a place 
like Sitka & Spruce or Lark is always a treat, and maybe if it was a good day of 
writing, I’d reward myself with a show at the Triple Door or Tractor Tavern.

DO YOU HAVE FAVORITE PLACES TO PERFORM IN SEATTLE?
The performance space of the chapel in the Good Shepherd Center in 
Wallingford. The Wayward Music Series there is titled from the fact that it 
was once a home for wayward girls, and we are wayward musicians. It has been 
such a boon to us. Gallery 1412 on Union is a nice sounding space; it was an 
old Baptist church. The walls still hum. I also like Jack Straw, another small 
venue. I have also really enjoyed playing at the Georgetown Steam Plant—we 
played former Seattle resident David Mahler’s brass piece from all these huge 
turbines throughout the space. It’s open to the public on some Saturdays and by 
appointment but it’s a bit out of the way so people might not know about it.

ARE THERE ANY MUSICIANS OR CONCERT SERIES THAT YOU 
RECOMMEND? 
I like to follow Paul Kikuchi, who I’ve worked with before—we’ve performed 
together at Union Station. And Bill Smith—we’re all connected through Earshot 
Jazz. And there are many great groups, such as Seattle Chamber Players, Julia 
Tai’s Seattle Modern Orchestra, and Seattle Phonographers Union, just to 
name a few. And there are so many outstanding individuals, duos, and so on of all 
stripes. It is rather overwhelming... 

WHEN YOU’RE NOT PERFORMING, WHAT DO YOU ENJOY DOING? 
Chopping wood. That’s what I was doing yesterday in the backyard. I enjoy 
chopping wood just for the hell of it. I don’t really ever have a day off; if I do, I 
should be working on all the different books I’m supposed to be writing!

WHERE DO YOU TAKE VISITORS IF YOU HAVE JUST ONE DAY TO  
SHOW THEM AROUND? 
It depends on their interests, but the Chittenden “Ballard” Locks. They were one 
of the first things that intrigued me when I came here in 1962 during the World’s 
Fair on the Shasta Daylight train. It’s the same route that the Starlight now uses. 
The Burke Museum has a lot of marvelous Native American stuff. I also like 
the Henry Art Gallery. Visiting the UW campus should be on everybody’s list, 
especially when the cherry blossoms are blooming in early spring. It’s really worth 
a special trip. The change-ringing bells at the UW are the country’s only change 
ringing bells west of Texas. 

Magnuson Park; on a breezy day, you can hear the big outdoor tubes from Doug 
Hollis’ Sound Garden sing—make sure you approach via the NOAA entrance. 
In the airport I make a point of sitting next to Jim Green’s Talking Fountain 
on Concourse C. And I recommend people see and hear David Mahler’s Bell 
Garden on the north side of the Washington State Convention Center.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE SEATTLE SOUNDS? 
Listening to the front of a Washington State ferry when the ferry starts going 
badabadabada. It happens a lot when the current hits it in just a certain way 
on the bow, and the combination with the wind—it’s absolutely amazing. It’s 
probably the best Northwest sound that you can find.

View of Mt. Rainier from the summit of Tiger Mountain, photo: Razvan Orendovici

EVERYONE SHOULD BE SO 
LUCKY TO HAVE A BOOKSTORE 

LIKE ELLIOTT BAY
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR OTHER FAVORITE PLACES IN SEATTLE? 
J: Majestic Bay Theatres, owned by Eltteas Theaters, which is just Seattle spelled 
backwards. I feel funny talking about bars, but bars and movie theaters are similar 
to any kind of a church or community-based establishment, because it’s people 
congregating and experiencing one thing, which is usually a sense of community 
and home. 

F: Hazlewood is owned by musicians and is another clubhouse for us. We all go 
there to watch our good friends spin records, and when we write new songs and 
want to share them with our friends, we bring them on our iPod and they hook it 
up to their stereo. 

I’m a nerd for Golden Gardens. I live up on 65th, and it’s really close to there.

J: Ray’s Boathouse is right there. To take it back just a step, we’re talking about 
Old Ballard—there’s also a lot of New Ballard that is awesome. Like the Walrus 
and the Carpenter, which is just down the street at the end of Ballard Ave. 
They have oysters from all over the Northwest. There’s also the Ballard Sunday 
Market. Everybody comes down from the Skagit Valley, places that have locally 
grown produce, and also you have the freshest fish, the freshest beef. Everything 
you could possibly want to cook, you can get on a Sunday afternoon. 

WHAT ARE SOME OTHER LOCAL TREASURES?  
F: Ballard also has Bop Street Records. It’s the best record store in the country; 
they have an enormous vinyl collection. And that experience of opening up a 
record and reading the lyrics sleeve while you spin the record, it doesn’t become 
this solely one sense thing of listening. It’s touching, it’s watching, it’s… It’s love. 
It’s because we love it, bringing out those senses. We love independently owned 
places. We believe in the machine of ourselves.

J: I’m also a huge reader. Elliott Bay Books is the best. It has the best clearance 
table in all of Seattle. Half Price Books in the U-District is also great. It, too, has 
a great vinyl selection. University Bookstore is one of the best places in Seattle 
to buy books. Most people think it’s a bookstore where you only buy textbooks, 
but it’s not. They work with Powell’s Books out of Portland, and they have the best 
selection of used books in all of Seattle. They’re always in great shape and always 
reasonably priced. Magus Books is also in the U-District. 

DO YOU HAVE FAVORITE PLACES TO PLAY MUSIC?  
J and F: Tractor Tavern! 

J: The Tractor Tavern gave The Maldives their start. 

That’s what’s great about the places in Ballard. There are all these established 
places that people know about [in other neighborhoods], like The Showbox and 
Paramount and Moore, which are historical places as well, but there are places 
outside of that like the Sunset Tavern, and the Tractor Tavern and the Conor 
Byrne, which is where the Head and the Heart got their start. 

F: Festivals are also awesome. There’s Sasquatch out at the Gorge, which is one 
of the most beautiful places on earth.

J: And Doe Bay and the Reverb Festival, and the Capitol Hill Block Party, which 
is one of the most artist-friendly festivals in the world. 

Seattle also has some of the best sushi on the West Coast. Kisaku in Tangletown 
is by far my number one choice. I also really enjoy Shiku Sushi on Ballard Ave. A 
lot of people love Moshi Moshi which has, seriously, the best cocktail bartender. 
Maneki in the International District is great.

F: I used to live in the ID, and I didn’t have a car, so I did all my grocery shopping 
at Uwajimaya—that place rules: you go into the fish department and there are 
things I didn’t even know existed. That store is pretty rad.

ANY OTHER HIDDEN GEMS YOU WANT TO SHARE? 

J: Just outside of town you have North Bend, Snoqualmie Falls, and Rattlesnake 
Lake. You just drive 45 minutes east of here and you’re in a whole different world.

F: I grew up frequenting Carnation. You can go get pumpkins and strawberries 
and blueberries out there. You can also go cliff jumping and hiking.

WHAT WAS BALLARD LIKE WHEN YOU FIRST MOVED HERE? 

Jason: When I got here almost twenty years ago, the Smoke Shop was here, 
and Salmon Bay Café. But that was about it. On Ballard Avenue, there was 
nothing here. It was just trees and brick, a street with no storefronts on it. It was a 
community for fisherman, for people who would dock at the Locks for a half day. 
Most of those same fisherman, they still get their mail at the Sloop Tavern which 
is right up the street. 

HAVE YOU BEEN COMING TO HATTIE’S HAT, THE BAR WE’RE IN NOW, 
FOR A LONG TIME? 

J: Absolutely. This wasn’t the first bar I went to when I turned 21, but it was pretty 
close...

Faustine: This was the first place I ever hung out in Ballard. Actually, that’s not 
true. My father is a musician, and I was 16 when I started sneaking into the Conor 
Byrne Pub. My father was part of a blues house band there, and he had a back 
injury, so he couldn’t play through the night. So he would play a set, and then I 
would come play a set, and he’d finish the night off. 

J: These places aren’t secrets to be kept, they’re here to be enjoyed by people. 
Because without people, it’ll just be another place that’s forgotten. It’ll just be 
another place that no one knows about. 

F: It’s interesting when you walk up and down Ballard Ave. You know the places 
that have been around because of the fisherman bell [in the bar.] Fishermen 
would come into port after being out at sea for three months—

J: —and when the bell is rung, the person who rings the bell has to buy a round 
for the entire bar, for everyone who is sitting around. 

F: These blue collar workers who have worked for three months come in and see 
their buddies, and in celebration of the fact that they’ve just been working 20 
hours a day for 3 months and they’ve accomplished or exceeded their goals, they 
come back and party their asses off. They all come together. 

J: Which in some ways is what attracts musicians and artists to this area. I mean, 
musicians, we spend half of our life on the road. We spend all our time out just 
playing for other people in different cities—

F: —Out to sea

J: And when we come home, we want to feel like we’re a part of our community 
again, that we’re home. 

JASON DODSON  
FAUSTINE HUDSON

The M
aldives
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ELLEN FORNEYCartoonist

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN SEATTLE? WHAT BROUGHT YOU HERE?
I’ve lived in Seattle since 1989. After growing up and going to college on the 
east coast, I wanted to see what living on the west coast was like. I’d heard good 
things about Seattle, figured I’d just move here and see what it was like, and fell 
in love with the city! Later, when I decided to follow my calling as a cartoonist, 
this was a great place to be—there’s a very active comics community here.

ARE THERE VENUES OR EVENTS YOU RECOMMEND FOR THOSE 
INTERESTED IN THE GRAPHIC NOVEL SCENE?
The Fantagraphics Bookstore and Gallery in Georgetown is terrific, and the 
manager, Larry Reid, is very knowledgeable and a total character. He has a 
cameo in my latest comic book, Marbles. There are plenty of other events in 
town—Emerald City Comicon has all sorts of comics, GeekGirlCon is a new and 
growing convention focusing on women and girls in comics and gaming, and 
Short Run, for self-published comics. The literary organization Richard Hugo 
House houses ZAPP (Zine Archive and Publishing Project), a library of over 
20,000 (!!) zines, comics, and small press publications.

DOES SEATTLE INFLUENCE YOUR WORK IN ANY WAY?
Seattle plays a major role in my latest book. I enjoyed including a lot of local 
landmarks, like going for walks in the Arboretum, learning yoga at Seattle Yoga 
Arts, my local yoga studio, and Parlor F, my friend’s tattoo studio. I’m glad to 
have a city that matches my interests and sense of humor, and I’m very thankful 
to The Stranger, our alternative weekly newspaper, for publishing, nurturing, and 
encouraging my work since 1993. Getting the Stranger Genius Award in Literature 
in 2012 was a very meaningful vote of confidence for me.

IF YOU HAD ONE DAY TO SHOW SEATTLE TO A VISITOR, WHERE WOULD 
YOU TAKE THEM?
Volunteer Park, for sure. It has so much to offer. The park is gorgeous and 
multifaceted, with beautiful trees and grassy fields that are perfect for lying on 
a blanket and reading. The Seattle Asian Art Museum is beautiful inside and 
out. The Conservatory is a total gem, with orchids, exotic tropical plants, a room 
of huge and tiny cacti. There’s also the Black Sun sculpture, overlooking the 
reservoir, which inspired Soundgarden’s “Black Hole Sun,” and is a perfect place 
to watch the sunset. I could go on! It’s an amazing park.

IS THERE ANY ONE PLACE IN THE CITY THAT TRULY REPRESENTS 
“SEATTLE” TO YOU?
The Capitol Hill neighborhood. It’s the artsy, funky, queer part of town, and I’ve 
lived here almost the entire time I’ve lived in Seattle.

ANYTHING YOU LOVE DOING WHEN YOU’RE NOT WORKING?
In the summer I LOVE swimming in Lake Washington, going for walks or bike 
rides with my sweetheart on the Burke-Gilman Trail, readings at Elliott Bay 
Books or Town Hall, and hanging out in Cal Anderson Park (another of Seattle’s 
many spectacular parks).

WHAT NEIGHBORHOOD DO YOU LIVE IN?
I live between Seward Park and Kubota Garden in South Seattle – both great 
places to visit. Kubota Japanese Garden because there are rarely many people 
there and the variety and arrangement of the plants is beautiful – Seward Park 
because you can wander through old-growth forest and experience what early 
Seattle once looked like before it was inhabited.

YOUR WORK IS OFTEN MADE WITH A SPECIFIC LOCATION IN MIND—
HOW HAS SEATTLE BEEN AN INFLUENCE IN THIS REGARD?
Seattle is where I made my first large-scale permanent public artwork – at the 
Museum of History and Industry in South Lake Union. The sculpture is titled 
Wawona, named after the historic wooden schooner that my team and I salvaged 
to create the piece. I wanted viewers entering inside the sculpture to experience 
a world that combined the interior of a ship as well as the interior of an old 
growth tree. By cutting open the floor and ceiling of the building and extending 
the sculpture to the water below and the sky above, I wanted people to imagine 
what the natural environment looked and felt like before Seattle was founded.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY WHEN YOU’RE NOT MAKING ART?
I like walking along the high bluffs at Discovery Park or wandering through the 
stacks of the downtown (Rem Koolhaas designed) Seattle Central Library or 
poking through strange atlases at Metsker Maps in the Pike Place Market.

WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO TAKE VISITORS? 
Suyama Space in Belltown for the best sculpture installations in the city – it is free 
and they can tell you which galleries and lesser-known spaces in the city currently 
have interesting shows up. I like taking people to Macrina Bakery nearby or 
waking down to Pioneer Square for a great classic Italian sandwich at Salumi. 
World Pizza in the International District makes great veggie pizza,and many 
storefronts in that area have rotating art exhibits that are good to check out (and 
the area is full of artists working away in their studios).

WHAT DO YOU THINK MAKES SEATTLE UNIQUE?  
HOW WOULD YOU SHOW THAT TO A VISITOR?
Foremost, our access to forest, parks, the sound, lakes and rivers makes this city 
great. It is really easy to rent a sailboat, canoe or kayak or hop onto a ferry. After 
paddling around one of our waterways, head over to Pottery Northwest in lower 
Queen Anne, take a two hour class throwing clay on a wheel and jump directly 
into making some art.

JOHN
GRADE
Sculptor

The beach at Discovery Park, photo: Lucia Sanchez
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THOMAS GRAY
MC, Cham

pagne C
hampagne

DO YOU HAVE ANY ESPECIALLY GREAT MEMORIES OF GROWING UP  
IN SEATTLE?
When I was growing up here, there was more of a small town feel. My 
grandmother was a Seahawks season ticket holder in the Kingdome days. Ken 
Griffey Jr. and Gary Payton were heroes to me. Seahawks games are where you 
get the old Seattle vibes.

WHAT’S IT LIKE MAKING MUSIC HERE? DOES SEATTLE ITSELF 
INFLUENCE YOUR MUSIC IN ANY WAY?
Making music here is awesome. The tools and musicians are accessible. You just 
have to go and get it. The city does influence my music greatly because being 
from a city like Seattle, you always feel like you’re working toward a greater 
purpose, which is RESPECT. With Champagne, people respect the musical/rock 
part because we are from Seattle, but when it comes to rapping you must fight 
for it. It’s changing now. Seattle hip-hop is making noise for sure. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO WHEN YOU’RE NOT REHEARSING OR 
PERFORMING?
When not playing I just chill with Linus the dog and my fiancée Laura. I take Linus 
to Volunteer Park. We try to walk there from our crib on Bellevue Ave. twice a 
week. I really love the grey sky and drizzle. It seems like I’m immersed in a movie.

ANY MEMORABLE SHOWS YOU’VE PERFORMED HERE?
I always love playing The Comet. It’s ground zero. These shows are special 
because for a home show it’s really small and all the homies can always get in. 
The last time we played at Barboza before our recent European tour started was 
hands down my favorite Seattle show of all time. 

IS THERE ANY PLACE THAT REALLY MEANS “SEATTLE” TO YOU? SOME 
SPOT WHERE YOU THINK, “OH, YES, THAT IS SO SEATTLE.”
Dicks! Of course. I love Dick’s because it is quintessential Seattle street food. The 
first. Wherever I am in the world I always go there as soon as I get home. It gets 
no more Seattle than the tartar sauce between the patties of a Dick’s Deluxe. The 
Broadway location is a landmark. The best thing about Dick’s is the reliability: it 
will never change and the prices only go up by 5 cents every two years. HEAVEN.

Taking the 14 up Jackson is full of memories. I took that bus home from school 
every day until I went to college. 

ANYTHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE PEOPLE TO KNOW ABOUT OUR CITY?
I want people to still think there is nothing here. It’s rainy, and we are all green 
insane people. This way I can afford a house.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT LIVING IN WEST SEATTLE? 
West Seattle is a little on the funky side, and there are still things that have been 
there for a long time. There’s an old growth forest right in our neighborhood on 
Admiral Way called Schmitz Park. It’s pretty wild and interesting. We can also 
walk from our house to Alki Beach. There’s a bike path that goes all along Alki 
from just after the West Seattle Bridge and all the way to the lighthouse. It’s also 
a pedestrian way, and in the summer, you hear about ten languages in half an 
hour. It’s extraordinary. It’s also a great fishing pier. It’s right where the water taxi 
comes in, so it’s a great intersection of commuters, tourists, and people who are 
fishing for salmon. 

Lincoln Park is another amazing park. 

HOW DOES LIVING IN SEATTLE INFLUENCE YOUR WORK?
One of the best things about living in West Seattle is going across the West 
Seattle Bridge. You’ve got all the containers and the ships, and that whole train 
yard, which is fairly new, and then a huge steel recycling plant that’s been there 
for years and years. You’re kind of in the industrial underbelly of the city and going 
to a perfectly lovely residential area. I find it psychologically and visually invigorat-
ing. My work is usually figurative, but last year I did a whole show about water, 
which surprised me. I can’t account for it, but I am surrounded by water here...

WHAT’S SOMETHING PEOPLE MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO LEARN ABOUT 
WEST SEATTLE? 
We don’t have to get in our car! I’m 76, and we have three grocery stores in walk-
ing distance, and a library, and that sort of thing. And we use the bus to go down-
town. I think if you travel by public transportation you learn much more that way.

WHAT OTHER THINGS DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN SEATTLE? 
I’m an opera freak. I’ve been going to the Seattle Opera for 28 years. It’s an 
extraordinary thing to live in a town that is able to support opera, a good opera 
company. I also do love baseball—but being a Mariners fan is a tricky business! 
Seattle also has great small theater. I love Book-It, and I really like the New City 
Theater. They represent people who do something with a great deal of integrity.

WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO TAKE VISITORS?
We always take them to the Ballard Locks—people love it! There are very beauti-
ful gardens there. And you can look at the salmon heading up the ladders. I also 
like Pike Place Market. Taking the water taxi from downtown to West Seattle is 
only an eight minute ride—it’s such an extraordinary view of the city. And the 
Seattle Asian Art Museum at Volunteer Park is a good thing for people to know 
about it because you can visit in a small amount of time while being in a beautiful 
spot in the city. 

FAY JONES 
Painter

SEATTLE HIP-HOP  
IS MAKING NOISE FOR SURE.

I’M AN OPERA FREAK.
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SUSIE J. LEE
Video Artist
DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE NEIGHBORHOOD?
Rather than entire neighborhoods, I think there are just moments in 
neighborhoods that I like. Some of my favorite walks are from my house on 
11th Avenue East to Century Ballroom on Pine, around the Seattle University 
campus, and from 1st and Virginia (where Le Pichet and Virginia Inn are) down to 
the Pike Place Market.

I also like the walk in the Eastlake neighborhood, from Louisa Street to Boston 
Street, and from Fairview to Eastlake Ave E, which encompasses Pete’s Wine 
Market, the houseboats, the old working maritime shops, Voxx Coffee and the 
super-friendly people at Eastlake Cleaners. I also love the trees and windiness of 
Aloha Street in Capitol Hill around 18th Ave East. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PLACE TO WORK?
My projects have been made for particular places lately, all locations I have 
loved working in: Theatre Off Jackson, New City Theater, the Washington Care 
Center, The Project Room, The Frye Art Museum, The Jacob Lawrence Gallery 
at the UW, and Cornish College of the Arts. 

OUTSIDE OF THE VISUAL ART WORLD, WHAT DO YOU ENJOY DOING?
One could argue that most of what I do and see and eat is not in the visual art 
world, but I would say that these are all part of the art I make. So going to Town 
Hall or Jazz Alley, eating at locally owned restaurants, going to On the Boards, 
seeing dance at Spectrum and Velocity—or devouring oysters—is all part of 
that. I also follow Stephen Stubbs’ Baroque music company Pacific Musicworks.

WHAT DO YOU FIND ESPECIALLY INSPIRING ABOUT SEATTLE?
If one can figure out how to find equilibrium financially, Seattle is a town where 
work really does get done. Most of my work is collaborative and I prefer to work 
closely with my partners, so I arrange lots of meetings at Vivace, which is a 
block from my condo. I love Cal Anderson Park—it’s a really successful urban 
park because it feels like a public space where a lot of different populations can 
come together. I would bring visitors to the Olympic Sculpture Park on a hot day 
because the pavilion is air-conditioned! It’s also one of those spaces that connect 
what people love about Seattle: the water, the skyline, and the mountains. 

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO SEATTLE?  
I came as the Milliman Writer-in-Residence to teach poetry at the University 
of Washington’s extraordinary MFA program. I was also rounding out a family 
migratory route: my parents both grew up in British Columbia.

ARE THERE VENUES OR EVENTS YOU RECOMMEND FOR THOSE 
INTERESTED IN POETRY? 
YES! Start with the Roethke Reading at the UW every spring; or Hugo House on 
Capitol Hill almost every day; check out the listings at Seattle Arts and Lectures 
as well as Town Hall. And though there are many wonderful bookstores in Seattle, 
including Elliott Bay Books, only one bookstore is dedicated to poets and poetry 
only—and it’s a gem. It’s Open Books in Wallingford—and it is run by a couple 
whose dedication and gifts have made it known to poets and readers far and 
wide—some extraordinary writer is always browsing around in there on pilgrimage.

AS A UW PROFESSOR, DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE SPOT ON CAMPUS?  
Perhaps my favorite spot of all is the Henry Art Gallery, another real gem of a place 
for artists and arts-lovers. 

IF YOU HAD ONE DAY TO SHOW SEATTLE TO A VISITOR, WHERE WOULD 
YOU TAKE THEM?  
Pike Place Market, the Ballard Locks, drive back through Wallingford (stopping at 
Open Books), head for the Japanese Garden in the Arboretum, go stroll around 
Madison Park, then head uphill to the Asian Art Museum in Volunteer Park, and 
cap the day with a movie at the Harvard Exit cinema on Capitol Hill. Just one of a 
dozen possible itineraries.

IS THERE ONE PLACE IN THE CITY THAT REPRESENTS “SEATTLE” TO YOU? 
Any of a number of wonderful restaurants and markets. The poet in me wants to 
remind you of Seattle’s anagram: it’s LET’S EAT! 

HEAT
HER

  

Mc HUG
H
Poet

Left: Entrance to the Seattle Asian Art Museum, photo: Eric Frommer
Right: Black Sun at sunset at Volunteer Park, photo: Sarai Rachel

Girls wade their way across the 
shallow pools at Cal Anderson Park, 
photo: Andrew Smith 15



IF YOU HAD ONE DAY TO SHOW A VISITOR THE CITY, WHERE WOULD 
YOU TAKE THEM?
I would take them to fish and chips on Alki, and to Schmitz Park, which has old 
growth timber, so it seems like you’re in the middle of the rainforest. Lincoln 
Park is a great park in West Seattle. It’s huge and feels quite wild. And to see the 
salmon in the summer at the Ballard Locks is awesome. Capitol Hill has really 
great places to eat. I’m not a hiker—I’m more of a city guy.

A couple of public things that are worth seeking out that are my favorite things 
are the native sculptures, like the totem pole in Pioneer Square, and the greeting 
figures in Occidental Park. Hachivi Edgar Heap of Birds’ piece Day/Night is 
made from two pylons with enameled text in English and Chief Seattle’s native 
language. To me, those are really moving. And weather-wise, seeing outdoor art 
is so doable. You just put on a hat. 

WHERE DO YOU GO TO SEE ART? 
The Tashiro Kaplan building houses galleries like Soil, 4Culture, Platform, and 
Punch and gives a really good taste of what local, emerging artists are doing. If 
you’re interested in art, that would be a thing to not miss. The Burke Museum is 
great, and people sometimes overlook the Seattle Asian Art Museum, and that’s 
such a gem—the Asian art collection in Seattle is super good. And the African 
collection at Seattle Art Museum is world class.

WHAT DO YOU DO THAT’S NOT ART RELATED? 
I know so many people in the food world, which is a thriving culture in Seattle. 
There’s always a new restaurant, and Seattle has great food epicenters like 
Melrose Market. Most restaurants that are chef-owned do farm dinners in the 
summer, and lots of organic farms feature a different chef every week, like Local 
Roots out in Carnation.

WHAT IS SOMETHING THAT REPRESENTS SEATTLE FOR YOU? 
The essence of a city comes out in what houses and gardens look like when you 
walk down a residential street. And Seattle gardens seem really particular. For 
someone who is interested in this sort of thing, the Bloedel Reserve is a great 
day trip. Seattle has some amazing gardens, like the Kubota Gardens, and down 
south there’s the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden and Pacific Rim 
Bonsai Collection. They’re just down in Federal Way.

Also, the West Seattle Golf Course and Jefferson Golf Course are spectacular 
public golf courses. They’re beautiful and affordable and right in the city. 

ARE THERE ANY PLACES YOU SEE AS BEING UNDERAPPRECIATED? 
The Central Library is a destination if you’re at all interested in architecture. 
Golden Gardens is a really extraordinary place. The view of the Olympics from 
there is quite amazing. 

JEFFRY MITCHELL

WHAT MAKES SEATTLE A UNIQUE CITY? 
You can escape your own rhythm of work and the downtown so easily. Just jump 
on the ferry or drive half an hour and you find complete loneliness where your 
only companions are nature. That’s the most striking thing for me. To be able to 
embrace all those different landscapes but to still be able to be at the heart of 
the city is quite an individual feature of Seattle. Being able to drive two hours and 
be skiing with your kids, and to be able to be on Lake Union on a boat—those are 
outstanding things that I’ve never had anywhere else I’ve lived. 

WHAT ARE SOME ACTIVITIES YOU ENJOY DOING WITH YOUR KIDS?
The art scene here is very welcoming of families. Kids can not only be 
entertained, but can learn a great deal about what art is about. The Seattle 
Children’s Theater is great, and we love Pacific Northwest Ballet and Seattle 
Opera. I’d like to believe that Benaroya Hall [Ed: home of Seattle Symphony] 
is a great place for kids. I should also mention the stadiums. I’m a season ticket 
holder for the Sounders, I take my girls there every once in a while. 

WHAT HAS SURPRISED YOU ABOUT SEATTLE? 
So many things! The people, for one; their generosity and sense of curiosity and 
their will to embrace everything as an experiment is really exciting. And that 
tells a lot about what the music scene was like here in the 80’s. People haven’t 
changed a lot since then, they’re still very adventurous and curious, which is a 
noble quality for a community. 

I wasn’t expecting to experience so many great places to eat. I’m discovering one 
place after another, which is really stunning! I live on Capitol Hill, and it’s great to 
be able to be in America and walk to the restaurants, which, as a European, was 
very important to me. 

HOW DOES SEATTLE INSPIRE YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS? 
Everything from the landscape to the people plays into it. When I decided to 
purchase a home here, it was a no-brainer that I needed to be able to see the 
water somewhere from my house. It ended up being from my office, which is a 
dream come true. I wasn’t born that far from Switzerland, and so the mountains 
and water are just something I’ve always seen as the perfect environment in 
which to dream and be creative.

LUDOVIC MORLOT
Music Director,

Seattle Symphony

Pacific Northwest Ballet, photo: ©Angela Sterling

TO SEE THE SALMON AT THE 
BALLARD LOCKS IS AWESOME.

Visual Arti
st,

 Ceramics Drawing
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MARVIN OLIVER
Sculptor  Printmaker

CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND? 
My heritage is Quinault Indian on my father’s side— our reservation is on the 
west coast of Washington—and my mother is from the Isleta Pueblo. Both of 
my parents were educators: my mother taught fifth grade and my dad worked 
in administration in Olympia, and at UW in Native Education. I was raised in the 
realm of Native Education.

HOW DID YOU GET YOUR START IN PUBLIC ART?
I was in college when the city of Spokane asked if I’d do a piece of an eagle and 
killer whale for the vanishing species exhibit at the (1974) Spokane World’s Fair. 
The next commission was an open competition for the art for the new Daybreak 
Star. Daybreak Star is a cultural center that is really conducive to bringing native 
art from all over the region to Seattle. It’s a great place for people to come up 
and appreciate works that are from all over the country. It’s a wonderful place to 
visit, to tour the grounds and see the view.  

OF ALL THE PUBLIC ART YOU’VE DONE, DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE? 
The whale (Mystical Journey) for Children’s Hospital. It was commissioned by the 
Gates Foundation. It weighs eight tons. It’s the largest fused glass sculpture in 
the United States. After it was installed, a woman came in with her child who was 
autistic and had never spoken, and he looked up and said, “Whale,” and that was 
his first word. I also just finished one in Ballard, welcoming all the salmon back to 
the Locks. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE PLACES TO SEE ART?  
The Chihuly Museum is great for the sheer magnitude of the works—you get a 
real strong appreciation for what Chihuly is doing in terms of weight and stature 
and color. It’s breathtaking and worth seeing. You can also stroll through the 
Olympic Sculpture Park, which is great for kids. I have twins, and we do a lot of 
things outdoors, and the OSP is very kid-friendly. On First Thursdays you should 
go gallery hop around—that’s where you see a lot of art of such diversity. That’s 
one thing about Seattle: it’s so uniquely culturally enriching. 

WHERE DO YOU TAKE OUT OF TOWN VISITORS? 
Our big highlight is to take the ferry to Bainbridge. You can walk on, then walk 
right into Winslow, have coffee and maybe a little lunch, and go to a couple 
galleries. Then you catch the ferry back and you get to see the whole skyline.  The 
other one is to drive over to Alki and have lunch at Salty’s. Or go to Shilshole—
we bring the kids and let them run wild at Golden Gardens. 

I take it for granted, but the UW Campus is beautiful. I’m an associate curator 
at the Burke Museum, too—don’t forget the Burke! It’s incredible for tourists. 
The dinosaur thing is really cool, that’s great for kids. And the cultural section 

downstairs covers all the cultures of the Pacific Rim, and it’s quite nice. We like to 
go to the Arboretum, which is incredible. We also take people to the Pike Place 
Market because it’s very Northwest-oriented; everyone with a booth is local. 

WHAT’S SOMETHING ABOUT SEATTLE HISTORY THAT SURPRISED YOU? 
That the native communities came from Alaska and paddled all the way down to 
Seattle. This was a huge port for native trade with canoes, and all the outlying 
tribes would come into Seattle. My father, Emmett Oliver, started the Canoe 
Journey. He’s still alive, he’s 99. In honor of the Washington Centennial, he 
decided he was going to revitalize canoe building. Now, every year a different 
village hosts the canoe journey. My father wanted to see 100 canoes before he 
died, and last year there were 104 canoes. 

DON’T FORGET THE BURKE!  
IT’S INCREDIBLE FOR TOURISTS.

Carolina Silva’s Here Forever at the Olympic Sculpture Park, photo: Chelsea Nesvig 
Persian Ceiling at Chihuly Garden and Glass, photo: Chihuly Garden and Glass

Totem at the Burke Museum, photo: Loren Javier
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WHEN YOU HAVE A DAY OFF, WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO?
I like to go see shows. That’s the best part of living here: there’s no shortage 
of good art to see. On the Boards is one of the best places to see outstanding 
local and international work. First Thursday Artwalk in Pioneer Square is an 
embarrassment of riches. I like taking in good music and sounds at Gallery 1412, 
catching a film at Central Cinema, going swimming at Madison Park, or driving 
to Snoqualmie Pass or Mt. Rainier for an easy hike. I still love to visit Pike Place 
Market, and since I work downtown, I can go there for lunch. I don’t even have to 
have a day off!

IS THERE ANYTHING ABOUT SEATTLE THAT YOU THINK WOULD 
SURPRISE VISITORS?
Seattle is probably most famous for the weather, particularly the rain. Yes, it rains 
a lot here. There are moody clouds. But that kind of drama covers the landscape 
in mystery. Delicious mystery. And when that brief summer window turns Seattle 
into paradise, everyone here embraces it completely. It’s like Hanami in Japan, 
when the cherry blossoms open for just two weeks. It’s extremely temporary but 
we celebrate it day and night. There’s a good life lesson in there somewhere. 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PLACE TO PERFORM?
I love Annex Theater because I feel so uninhibited on their stage. The 
Rendezvous has the Jewelbox Theater, a lovely little space. ACT’s Bullitt 
Cabaret is a beautiful room with changeable seating. 

HAS LIVING IN SEATTLE INFLUENCED YOUR WORK?
Without a doubt. As a kid growing up in Alaska, I thought Seattle was magic and I 
still do. I love living in the city—I live in the Mt. Baker neighborhood—and when 
you need to rejuvenate, all you need to do is get out to the Olympic Peninsula 
or the Cascades or the San Juans. Even going down to the pier or driving across 
the Aurora Bridge or seeing the mountains on a clear day reminds you you’re 
in a great spot. These landscapes and the city-nature juxtaposition shows up in 
my work all the time. And living next to the ocean is a major influence. Seattle’s a 
jumping off point for the spirits to get to the Pacific.

WHERE WOULD YOU SEND SOMEONE INTERESTED IN  
CONTEMPORARY DANCE? 
Velocity Dance Center is an excellent venue that is starting to branch out more 
into hosting workshops and speakeasy forums in addition to its performance 
programming. Spectrum Dance Theater, which is Donald Byrd’s dance 
company, is great. And there’s Pacific Northwest Ballet, which has open classes. 
Westlake Dance Center—which, contrary to the name, is not on Westlake, but 
actually in Northgate—is a little more in the hip-hop vein. 

If you’re interested in seeing burlesque shows, Castaways Cabaret is at the Can 
Can. The burlesque scene here is huge, and there’s a lot of slightly more political 
burlesque here, with people like Waxie Moon, BenDeLaCreme, and Cherdonna 
and Lou. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO WHEN YOU’RE NOT DANCING? 
I love being able to go to the farmers markets—every neighborhood has a 
farmers market—and getting food and then going on a picnic. You could go to all 
the different farmers markets and then have picnics in each one! To me, that’s a 
very Seattle neighborhood experience. 

We live really close to Volunteer Park, so I go there quite a bit—I love the Dahlia 
Garden there. I also love Discovery Park, particularly past the lighthouse. I spend 
lots of time in parks because I love looking. That’s my thing. 

WHERE ELSE DO YOU GO TO LOOK AND OBSERVE? 
I love going to the movies at Guild 45, Landmark Cinemas, and the Egyptian 
because I like the experience of just disappearing into another world. I 
believe everything that I see. I get completely immersed in something, almost 
detrimentally so. Seeing how other people make things—even if it has nothing to 
do with my art—is helpful. 

WHAT’S SOMETHING THAT IS QUINTESSENTIALLY SEATTLE FOR YOU? 
Seattle has so many different personalities. But what I think is the essence 
of Seattle is being able to see the Cascade and Olympic Mountains at the 
same time, like from Phinney Ridge. Or places where you can see both Lake 
Washington and Lake Union. To me, you’re so close to all of this total beauty. 

ZOE SCOFIELDChoreographer   DancerJOH
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The Can Can, photo: David Newman

THAT BRIEF SUMMER WINDOW 
TURNS SEATTLE INTO PARADISE

On the Boards’ production of Mark Haim’s This Land Is Your Land, photo: Tim Summers
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LYNN
SHELTON
Filmmaker

HOW HAS SEATTLE INFLUENCED YOUR WORK?
I think that Seattle has influenced my work by shaping me as a human being. I 
developed a deep bond with this place as I was being raised here. Something 
tells me that this deep love—for the green, for the gray, for the people, and for 
the very place itself—probably shows up in my work without me even realizing it.

WHERE DO YOU GO TO SEE FILM IN SEATTLE? ARE THERE VENUES, 
FILMMAKERS, OR EVENTS YOU ESPECIALLY LIKE THESE DAYS?
Seattle is blessed with so many awesome places to see film. Many of my favorite 
theaters from childhood are still alive and kicking and I love to visit them to this 
day: The Harvard Exit, The Grand Illusion, The Seven Gables, The Egyptian, 
The Crest, The Majestic Bay. SIFF Cinema took over The Uptown last year and 
they show an incredible array of independent and world cinema, as does the 
Northwest Film Forum. Finally, the Cinerama is my absolute favorite place in 
town to see really big, epic, films.

ANY LOCAL SPOTS YOU LIKE YOU GO WITH THE FAMILY? 
I love all the little pockets of wooded areas in Seattle to take walks in. The ravine 
between Cowen and Ravenna parks, the foot trails at Carkeek, Lincoln, and 
Discovery parks, the Arboretum. I love visiting these places throughout the year 
and observing the seasonal changes in the flora and fauna. It’s a great way to stay 
grounded in a stressful world.

THE CINERAMA IS MY 
ABSOLUTE FAVORITE PLACE TO 

SEE REALLY BIG, EPIC FILMS.

This page: Bike riders in the Arboretum, photo: Rachel Sarai

Right: SIFF Uptown Cinema , photo: David Newman 

Far right: Northwest Film Forum, photo: Elisa Huerta-Enochian
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GARTH STEIN Author

SO, WHERE WOULD YOU TAKE SOMEBODY WHO HAD JUST ONE DAY  
TO VISIT SEATTLE? 
I have a driving tour that I do (I do not own a duck/bus, so I can’t actually take 
people out onto the water!) I start at my house and go down to Seward Park, 
which has old growth forest; it’s very beautiful. Then we go up Lake Washington 
Boulevard, up through Leschi and to where the fancy people live, and to see 
Kurt Cobain’s bench in Denny Blaine. Then we drive the swithchbacks over to 
Madison Park. I like to take them on a walk through the Arboretum, and out 
to the ship canal to see people in their canoes. I also love talking people to 
Interlaken Park, because it’s a whole different feel but it’s part of the same park 
structure. A great resource we have on the water is the Center for Wooden 
Boats, where you can rent boats: I’m a member and have taken classes there—it’s 
really a terrific place. 

I think that people aren’t used to so much nature being so intertwined with the 
urban structure of Seattle. You have to get them somewhere where they can 
turn around and see Mt. Rainier and go “Whoa!” There are some great vantage 
points for that, especially at the bottom of Madrona on Lake Washington—if it’s 
a clear day and the mountain has popped out, it’s pretty impressive. Then I tell 
them that it’s actually one of the most dangerous volcanoes in North America!

HOW DID YOU COME TO LIVE IN SEATTLE? 
My family moved here when I was seven years old. My mother is from Alaska and 
my father is from New York, so my formative years were spent here. I grew up in 
Shoreline and went to Shorewood High School—go T-Birds!

WHAT NEIGHBORHOOD DO YOU LIVE IN NOW, AND WHAT DOES YOUR 
FAMILY ENJOY DOING TOGETHER?
I moved back to Seattle in 2001, and we live now in Mount Baker. We love 
the neighborhood for a lot of reasons. We love the boulevards and the areas 
designed by the Olmsted Brothers, all the parks. We’re right across the street 
from Mount Baker Park and a block from its swimming beach. Seattle is a city of 
neighborhoods, and there is such a great environment in Mount Baker with the 
old and the new, and the ethnic diversity, which is fabulous. We have Mio Posto 
down the street, but we also have Little Ethiopia just up the road on Cherry 
Street, so we go for Ethiopian food a lot. We like our kids growing up in a world 
where we can eat more of the authentic foods. It’s very kid-friendly and very 
beautiful.

HOW DOES SEATTLE INFLUENCE THE WORK THAT YOU MAKE? 
In the writing I do, location plays a big role; it’s another character. So, as 
characters in our own stories, we interact with the world, we react to things 
around us (like ridiculous traffic circles and hills with a manual transmission!). As 
a fiction writer, my job is not to portray reality but to mold reality, but I also like 
putting in things that are real. In The Art of Racing in the Rain, there’s Lake View 
Cemetery with the Brandon and Bruce Lee graves, and there’s the courthouse 
and Bauhaus Coffee. I’m doing it again with this new novel I’m working on—I 
needed this really cool setting, so I created a fictionalized version of The 
Highlands, which is right near where I grew up. It has this fascinating history of 
old Seattle, having been built so rich lumber guys had a place to play golf. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK PEOPLE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT SEATTLE?
There is a facade to every city that casual visitors see, but you won’t really learn 
the pulse of a city unless you dig deeper into specific neighborhoods, and spend 
time in Fremont at night, for example, or Capitol Hill—if you walk through 
Capitol Hill at 10 o’clock in the morning, you might say, “It’s kinda ‘eh,’” but if you 
go on a Friday night, you’ll get a whole different impression.

WE LIKE OUR KIDS GROWING 
UP IN A WORLD WHERE WE CAN 
EAT MORE AUTHENTIC FOODS.

Clockwise from top: 
graffiti on the Kurt 
Cobain bench at 

Viretta Park by Etsy 
Ketsy; floating boats at 
the Center for Wooden 
Boats by Will Merydith; 

Bauhaus Coffee & 
Books by Rachel Leow; 
Lenin statue in Fremont 
ready for the holidays 
by John Henderson.

Lake View Cemetery, photo: John Barber 25



RODRIGO 
VALENZUELA

Photographer   Video Artist
HOW DID YOU COME TO LIVE IN SEATTLE? 
I went to college at Evergreen in Olympia, and every weekend I’d take the train to 
Seattle to see galleries and contemporary art. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE PLACES IN SEATTLE? 
I like that there are pockets of everything, and I really enjoy my bicycle commute. 
If you go from my house to the University of Washington and take 19th Avenue, 
you’re suddenly in Interlaken Park. You’re just coasting down the hill in the 
middle of nowhere, and slowly, after 10 minutes, you feel like you’re out of the city. 

I like the Central District a lot because of the variety of people. It’s great walking 
on Cherry Street. There are convenience stores that have great Ethiopian 
restaurants inside, and they’ll have two tables with an old lady who just keeps 
refilling your plate because it’s not actually an established restaurant. There’s a lot 
of that in the International District, too. 

HOW IS SEATTLE REFLECTED IN YOUR WORK? 
I seek communities. I seek the idea of what it really means to belong to 
somewhere. A lot of my work has to do with community, how communities are 
built. You make your own home everywhere. I have had to make my own home in 
Seattle, and for me, I go to all these pockets of the city. I ride my bicycle to play 
soccer in the South End, and I go to the U District because my friends from the 
University are there. 

WHERE DO YOU GO SEE ART? 
I like to go to the Henry, and I like Vignettes to go see work and interact with 
people. I like that people do popup events in a warehouse or in a shop in 
Belltown. The artists in Seattle have the drive to put together their own events—
they want to create a social dynamic around their work rather than wait for a 
curator to put them in a show. I’m pretty social, and I know a lot of artists: if you 
hang out in a bar or coffee shop for more than a few hours, someone will invite 
you to somewhere.

WHERE DO THE LITERARY FOLKS HANG OUT IN SEATTLE? 
Hedgebrook has a lot of ongoing readings with ways for writers to get together. 
I’m an alum of that— it’s a [women’s] writers’ retreat out on Whidbey Island. They 
do the Women Playwrights Festival every year in May. There’s also Hugo House, 
which does a lot of public readings. 

DOES THE CITY INFLUENCE YOUR WORK AS A PLAYWRIGHT? 
Oh my, yes. Well first of all, there’s a certain cultural heartbeat here. There are 
museums and artists and art and you can go to all the neighborhoods and they 
feel very distinct and unique. I particularly like the area around Alki, as I see the 
water as infinite possibility, which is a metaphor for what writers are after, to keep 
exploring the possibility of the human experience. 

Seattle also has lots of bookstores—I like Third Place Books in Lake Forest Park. 
I used to go there and have lunch and write for 6-7 hours. The other one I like is 
Elliott Bay Books. That’s a great bookstore because they have so many books 
that you might not find somewhere else. You can find big photo books and very 
unique books. Bookstores have a tactile feel—I love touching books, sometimes 
it just helps me [in my work]. 

WHAT KINDS OF FAMILY ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY? 
I have a daughter who plays basketball, and one of our favorite things to do is go 
to Seattle Storm games. We like to go to Storm games because you can really 
scream—and sometimes in life you really need that valve, that release. How many 
areas of your life can you just scream? That’s a real highlight to have a women’s 
basketball team in our city. Whenever my mom comes into town, we go see them, 
so it’s a real family activity. 

We also love the parades here in town. There are some unique parades—like the 
Fremont Solstice Parade. There’s all that difference that is just accepted. 

HOW DID YOU CHOOSE THE NEIGHBORHOOD YOU LIVE IN? 
I chose the Central District because I wanted diversity for my kids. It’s diverse in 
terms of income, age, and color. And it’s close to everything. I’m in a place where 
I can get downtown in seven or eight minutes, or it’s just a jump to Capitol Hill. 
It has a lot to offer. There are people who are older and more established there 
and know the history of the neighborhood, and then new people are coming in 
with their energy. And we have a great farmers market on Martin Luther King 
and Union. 

WAS THERE ANYTHING THAT SURPRISED YOU ABOUT SEATTLE WHEN 
YOU FIRST MOVED HERE? 
The amount of culture that goes on here, that the city does things like bring writers 
in to Benaroya Hall, that all of these theaters are here, that there are festivals 
everywhere. And all the wineries that are nearby—just over in Woodinville—that 
you can visit for a day trip. I love the ferries and the idea of ferries. Before I came 
here, I’d never been on a ferry in my life. I was like, “How does this work?” That was 
pretty fun! I’d seen it in movies, but had never experienced it, so that was pretty 
great. And the islands have their own cultural heritage. It’s very rich and there’s 
something for everybody. I don’t think you could ever get bored in this city.

CHERYL WEST 
Playwright

I SEEK THE IDEA OF 
WHAT IT REALLY MEANS TO 
BELONG TO SOMEWHERE.

Belltown, photo: Benson Kua
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WHAT DO YOU TEACH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON?  
The major is called 3D4M, and we’ve merged sculpture, glass, and ceramics 
under one umbrella. We’re tucked away on 300 acres of wetlands near the main 
campus in the CMA (Ceramics and Metal Arts) Building. Tuesday nights we have 
visiting artists and it’s open to the public, and at the end of the program, our 
grads have shows both at the Henry and at our gallery space. 

WHAT PLACES WOULD YOU RECOMMEND FOR PEOPLE WANTING TO 
SEE GLASS ART? 
This is a good city for glass, probably the densest concentration in the world. 
There’s Chihuly Garden and Glass, which is totally retinal with eye-popping 
color and imitation-of-nature type stuff. The Museum of Glass in Tacoma has an 
extravagant hot shop where you can see glass being made. Of course Pilchuck 
Glass School, 50 miles north of Seattle, is one of the premiere glass centers in the 
world. During the summer, it has open days when the public can visit.

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU’RE NOT IN THE STUDIO?
This is a great beer town if you drink beer. This part of the country is where the 
whole microbrew industry started. I used to live right across the street from 
Redhook Brewery. Hale’s Brewery is in Fremont, and the Elysian is on Capitol 
Hill. We drink a lot of Georgetown Brewery beer at school because they give us 
a great deal on kegs for our openings. 

I’m also nature person. For an urban center, Seattle is really rich for that. I like 
to be on the water. I have kayaks, and I’ve kayaked all up and down the coast of 
Alaska and British Columbia and Vancouver Island.

HOW CAN VISITORS GET EASY ACCESS TO A KAYAK? 
If it was a beautiful day, you could just drive up Westlake and go to the 
Northwest Outdoor Center, rent a kayak for $20, and go out and paddle around 
Lake Union. There’s another place, Agua Verde, that rents kayaks and also 
happens to be a very good restaurant. There’s also the Waterfront Activities 
Center, which is tucked away by the UW stadium, and they have a whole fleet of 
sailboats and kayaks and canoes. 

If a person was visiting Seattle, one of its best features is access to the water. 
Get on a ferry, not even in a destination-minded way: get on any ferry, have a 
look around the sound—it’s a spectacular body of water. We have this dual thing 
where you can tool around Lake Union if you want something small or intimate, 
or you can go out to Lake Washington where there are actual waves and stuff 
going on, or you can paddle out through the Locks which is one of my must-see 
features of Seattle. I have a little sailboat and I sail around. It’s one of my favorite 
things to do: there’s nothing like getting in a boat of any sort and leaving a lot of 
stuff at the dock.

MARK ZIRPEL
Glass Artist     

Chair, Glass, UW School of Art

Kayaking on Lake Union, photo: Iris HK

THIS IS A GREAT BEER TOWN 
IF YOU DRINK BEER.
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